
Peru introduces travelers to a 
land of natural wonder from 
the Peruvian desert along the 
Pacific coast to ancient Incan 
ruins of Machu Picchu and 
Cusco located high in the 
Andes Mountains. Explore 
mysterious archaeological 
sites, learn fascinating Incan 
history, and search for a 
variety of birds residing in 
the country’s unique range 
of ecosystems. Join this 10-
day journey, and experience 
the spectacular diversity and 
culture of Peru.

•	 Visit	Lomas	de	Lachay	National	Reserve	in	the	Peruvian	desert,	and	search	
for	species	including	Vermilion	Flycatcher,	Cactus	Canastero,	and	Andean	
Tinamou.

•	 Look	out	for	the	endemic	Cuzco	Brushfinch,	Inca	Wren,	and	Tricolored	
Brushfinch	among	the	ruins	of	Machu	Picchu.

•	 Explore	the	impressive	Sacsayhuamán	ruins	in	Cusco	and	the	nearby	ancient	
Incan	archaeological	sites	Kenko	and	Tambomachay.

•	 Embark	on	a	boat	excursion	to	the	Ballestas	Islands;	spot	seabirds	such	as	
Humboldt	Penguin	and	Peruvian	Booby,	and	search	for	the	endangered	
Peruvian	Diving-Petrel,	skuas,	and	albatrosses.

PRogRAM HigHligHts

Peru
Natural	Wonders	of	Peru	with	Cable	Natural	History	Museum
November 5 - 14, 2021

•	 Accommodations
•	 Activities	
•	 Entrance	fees
•	 Meals	&	beverages
•	 In-country	transportation
•	 Internal	flights
•	 Full-time	guide
•	 Departure	tax

WHAT’S included?

Machu	Picchu	by	Eric	Lindberg

Humboldt Penguins by Martin Pettitt



restaurant featuring typical Cusqueño fare. Have dinner at the hotel. 
Overnight at Casa Andina Premium Cusco. (BLD)

november 11 - Paracas
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for a morning flight to Lima. 
Transfer by bus to Paracas, stopping en route to enjoy a birding field 
trip to Pantanos de Villa, a protected area recognized by the Ramsar 
Convention as a Wetland of International Importance for aquatic 
birds. After a boxed lunch, continue the journey to Paracas, and walk 
to the salt marsh observation tower to view flamingos and shorebirds. 
Later, transfer to the hotel for a lecture on the Peruvian desert and 
the Humboldt Current, followed by dinner. Overnight at Hilton 
Paracas. (BLD)

november 12 - ballestas Islands
Early this morning, take a boat excursion to the Ballestas Islands, 
a breeding site for seabirds such as Humboldt Penguin, Peruvian 
Booby, and Inca Tern. Other target birds are the endangered Peruvian 
Diving-Petrel, skuas, and even albatrosses. Continue toward the 
continental shelf, possibly spotting shearwaters, petrels, storm-petrels, 
and other pelagic birds. After lunch at the hotel, visit Paracas Reserve 
to see the cathedral, shorebirds, and the Mirador sea lion colony. 
Have dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Hilton Paracas. (BLD)

november 13 - deParture
Breakfast at the hotel is followed by a morning exploration of dunes 
and desert for birding (includes a boxed lunch). This afternoon, enjoy 
birding in agricultural fields before a late afternoon arrival in Lima. 
Upon arrival in Lima, you will connect with your evening flights out 
of Jorge Chávez International Airport to the U.S. (BL)

november 14 
Arrive in the U.S.

november 5 - lIma
Arrive in Lima, and transfer to your hotel. Check-in starts at 2 pm.  
Overnight at Casa Andina Select.

november 6 - lIma
Following breakfast and orientation, take a field trip to Lomas de Lachay 
National Reserve, an oasis of mist in the Peruvian desert. Receive a 
lecture on “the desert birds among the mist.” The reserve covers an area 
of 12,528 acres in the foothills of the Huaral Province, and its unique 
geography and resulting climate have created a special ecosystem where 
dwarf forests and small birds and mammals thrive. Lachay boasts 55 
species of birds from 15 families including residents and migrants. 
Species often spotted in the area include the Vermilion Flycatcher, 
Cactus Canastero, Andean Tinamou, and Burrowing Owl, as well as a 
variety of hummingbirds. This afternoon, return to the hotel for a lecture 
overviewing the birds of Peru. Have dinner afterward. Overnight at Casa 
Andina Select. (BLD)

november 7 - YucaY
After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to the airport for your flight 
to Cusco. Upon arrival in Cusco, you can watch for a variety of 
hummingbird species during your transfer to the Sacred Valley. This 
afternoon, take an excursion to the famed Pisac Market before heading to 
the hotel for dinner and a lecture on Andean birds. Overnight at Posada 
del Inca Yucay. (BLD)

november 8 - machu PIcchu 
Have breakfast, and then transfer to Ollantaytambo Station. The scenic 
train ride to Aguas Calientes follows the meandering Urubamba River 
on a journey through the Peruvian Andes. Upon arrival, your journey 
continues with a bus transfer to Machu Picchu. Look for the endemic 
Cuzco Brushfinch, Inca Wren, and Tricolored Brushfinch among the 
ruins. Dinner will be at the hotel. Note: there is a strict carry-on luggage 
only policy on PeruRail, so be prepared to pack a backpack weighing less 
than 11 lbs for the journey to Machu Picchu; the rest of your luggage 
will be stored until you return. Overnight at Machu Picchu Pueblo. (BLD)

november 9 - cusco
After early morning birding in the cloud forest, travel by train to 
Ollantaytambo Station. The journey to Cusco includes a visit to the town 
of Chinchero, an early Inca center. Enjoy an opportunity to tour a local 
weaving cooperative and learn about the styles and techniques of this 
ancient tradition. After the late afternoon arrival in Cusco, check in at 
the hotel, and spend the rest of the afternoon at leisure. Have dinner at 
the hotel. Overnight at Casa Andina Premium Cusco. (BLD)

november 10 - cusco 
After breakfast, visit the impressive Sacsayhuamán ruins. The stone 
fortress at Sacsayhuamán forms the head of the puma design of old 
Cusco. It is a mystery how it was constructed since the stones are not 
found in the region; most of the blocks weigh more than a ton, with the 
largest rock weighing more than 300 tons. Sacsayhuamán is constructed 
of huge polygonal blocks which interlock with one another so precisely 
a knife blade cannot be inserted between them. Next, visit Kenko, an 
Incan archaeological site located a few miles from Cusco. Due to the lack 
of written records from the time period, the purpose of many Incan ruins 
is a mystery. Though archaeological evidence shows that the Inca built 
the site as a “huaca” or holy site, researchers speculate that death rituals, 
mummification, and human sacrifice were practiced here. Researchers 
believe that priests used the channels carved into the site to determine 
whether a person lived a good life by observing the route that a liquid—
chicha, holy water, or blood—flowed through the channels. The last 
stop of the day is Tambomachay. This Inca site was used as a spa for Inca 
political elite; aqueducts and canals channel water from a nearby thermal 
spring into waterfalls that cascade into a small pool. Have lunch at a local 

BLD	=	BREAKFAST,	LuNCH,	DINNER

itinerary

THE	Fine Print
Price is based on double occupancy with individual beds. For a single 
room throughout the trip, add $550 per person. A $200 per person 
deposit and enrollment form are required to hold your space on the trip. 
This deposit is refundable minus a $100 cancellation fee until August 2, 
2021, at which time final non-refundable payment is due.

$4,685 (based on minimum 12 participants)

Price includes accommodations, meals, activities and entrance fees as 
indicated in the itinerary, in-country transportation, internal flights, 
full-time guide for duration of program, and departure tax.
Does not include international airfare, estimated at $952 from 
Minneapolis/St Paul, tips/gratuities, or items of a personal nature.

PRogRAM	Pricing

FoR	MoRE	INFoRMATIoN	or to enroll: 
Visit holbrook.travel/cable-pe21 or contact Mollie Kreb at mollie@cablemuseum.org or 715-798-3890

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants. These plans help provide coverage once the trip has 
departed and offer benefits for Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & 
Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency Evacuation and more. Refer 
to the Plan Document for more details.
Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the Group 
Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/Interruption, 
in addition to many other insurance benefits and non-insurance 
assistance services. If interested in this optional plan, we can provide 
you with rates and plan details.

TRAVEL	Protection


